The significance of losing things for nursing home residents with dementia and their families.
This article examines the significance of losing things as part of an individual's whole experience with the material aspects of life. The data on which this report is based were drawn from a broader ethnographic study of everyday ethics affecting nursing home residents with dementia. Combined anthropological methods of participant observation and in-depth interviewing were used to gather information about ordinary daily issues for residents, family members, and nursing home staff. Findings are described as themes related to personal possessions and concerns surrounding them. Discussion comprises an interpretive analysis of meanings drawn from the research and represented as ethical considerations and practice implications--general principles and strategies.